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The 48th annual Writers Con-
ference kicked off  at the Univer-
sity of North Dakota Wednes-
day, March 22. The three-day 
event will bring students, staff , 
When spring break is men-
tioned, travelling to tropical 
getaways often comes to mind. 
Students that can afford to, of-
ten fly there. 
In Grand Forks, University 
of North Dakota students con-
sidering a voyage have two 
options at the nearby Grand 
Forks International Airport: 
they can take a Delta con-
nection flight to Minneapolis 
Saint Paul International 
Airport, or drive to the larger 
airport. They also have the 
option of flying Allegiant Air-


























has flown the airline at least 
six times. “A lot cheaper than 
Delta.”
What many at UND may 
not know is that Allegiant has 
come under scrutiny the past 
few years in regards to the 
safety of their fleet: a mixture 
of planes from the Airbus A320 
family, Boeing 757s and aging 
McDonnell-Douglas MD-80s. 
Last November, the Tampa 
Bay Times published their re-
sults of an investigation into 
the airline’s string of mechani-
cal issues. Out of the airline’s 
86 aircraft, 42 of them —almost 
half the fleet—were forced to 
land in 2015 due to various 
mechanical issues, a majority 
of them related to the engines. 
That year, there were 77 seri-
ous issues alone, according to 
the report.
Maintenance wasn’t the 
only issue. In July 2015, an Al-
legiant flight into Fargo had to 
declare an emergency because 
they didn’t have enough fuel 
to divert to Grand Forks (the 
Fargo airport was closed for 
an air show), an incident that 
caused the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to send 
a warning to the airline in re-
gards to their operations. 
In another case, a pilot 













of the airline, 
but did not 






for failing to 
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a cause for 
concern
faculty and Grand Forks com-
munity members face-to-face 
with noteworthy authors and 
artists.
This year, the theme for the 
Writers Conference is “Citizen.” 
The conference is directed by 
Associate Professor of English 
Crystal Alberts.
Authors and artists who are 
att ending the conference this 
year include:
Viet Thanh Nguyen (The 
Sympathizer, The Refugees)
Jennine Capo Crucet (Make 
Your Home Among Strangers, 
How To Leave Hialeah)
Mai Der Vang (poet with 
work featured in American Po-
ets and The Cincinnati Review)
Mario Ybarra, Jr. (artist)
NoViolet Bulawao (We Need 
New Names)
Jeff  Shott s (Executive Editor 
at Greywolf Press)
Layli Long Soldier (Whereas)
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who made an emergency 
landing after fumes were 
reported in the cabin was 
fired over his decision; 
the pilot is currently su-
ing the airline over the 
incident, with a trial 
scheduled in Nevada for 
May 31.
The CEO of Allegiant, 
Maurice Gallagher, Jr., 
has also been under 
scrutiny. Gallagher pre-
viously operated ValuJet 
Airlines, a low cost car-
rier which merged with 
AirTran following the 
May 1996 crash of Flight 
592 into the Florida Ever-
glades. Flight 592, flown 
by a plane related to the 
MD-80, crashed follow-
ing an inflight fire of il-
legal cargo, killing all 
110 on board, topping 
off a reputation of poor 
safety.
The Tampa Bay Times 
in particular had been 
tracking Allegiant for 
some time, as the airline 
is a major provider for 
their local St. Petersburg-
Clearwater International 
Airport. 
In regards to one of 
their stories, Gallagher 
stated in January 2015 
that the story “repeats 
the faulty premise that 
something is wrong with 
Allegiant. Let me be 
The schedule for this 
year’s Writers Conference 
is as follows:
Matt Eidson is the News Editor for 
The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at
stewart.eidson@und.edu
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(Left to right) Moderator Paul Sum, Mai Der Vang and Viet Thanh Nguyen discuss topics during the 
48th annual Writers Conference panel: “Refuge.”
                                                   Photo courtesy of Allegiant Airlines Facebook
Connor Johnson is a staff writer for 
The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at
cljohnson317@gmail.com
clear: there is not.” 
After the paper’s in-
vestigation was released 
though, he changed 
his tone, admitting the 
string of failures was too 
high.
“We want to be well-
known as being reliable 
and on-time, and obvi-
ously safe, and that’s an 
important part of our 
brand,” Gallagher said 
on October 26. “And 
we’re going to make sure 
we do those things.”
The FAA had also 
launched an investiga-
tion of the airline, but did 
not find any outstanding 
issues. The FAA itself, 
however, has been criti-
cized for failing to crack 
down on the airline.
Meanwhile, Allegiant 
continues to operate, fly-
ing to 177 destinations 
in the United States. 
And although their rate 
of mechanical failure is 
much higher than other 
airlines, flying commer-
cial aviation is still wide-
ly considered the safest 
way to travel. In all of 
the incidents of forced 
landings, no passengers 
or crew were hurt.
In any case, Landau 
wasn’t overly concerned.
“I don’t fly enough 
for it to make much of a 
difference,” he said.
Allegiant Air has a 
desk in the GFK termi-
nal, with varying hours. 
More information about 





10 a.m. – Musical per-
formance: Red Rover Pia-
no Trio (Ballroom)
11 a.m. – ND EPSCoR 
Center for Regional Cli-
mate Studies Science Café: 
“Helpful Hydrogels: A 
Useful Took for Hands-on 
Learning” (Lecture Bowl)
Noon – Panel: “Ref-
uge” (Ballroom)
1:30 p.m. – Film: “Jour-
ney from the Fall” (Lec-
ture Bowl)
2 p.m. – Community 
workshop: Fiction (Bad-
lands)
4 p.m. – Jackie McEl-
roy-Edwards and Tom 
Edwards Writers Confer-
ence Endowment Reading 
(Ballroom)
6 p.m. – Film: “The 
Split Horn: The Life of a 
Hmong Shaman” (Lecture 
Bowl)
8 p.m. – Reading: Viet 
Thanh Nguyen (Ballroom)
Thursday, March 23
10 a.m. – Public read-
ings (River Valley Room)
11 a.m. – ND EPSCoR 
Center for Regional Cli-
mate Studies Science Café: 
“Extreme Weather of the 
Northern Plains” (Lecture 
Bowl)
Noon – Panel: “Voices” 
(Ballroom)
2 p.m. – On Editing 
and Publishing Presenta-
tion: Jeff  Shott s (Ballroom)
4 p.m. – Reading: Layli 
Long Soldier (Ballroom)
6 p.m. – Reading: 
“Voices of the Valley” 
(Ballroom)
8 p.m. – Reading: 
Need help paying for College?!
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10 a.m. – Public read-
ings (River Valley Room)
11 a.m. – ND EPSCoR 
Center for Regional Cli-
mate Studies Science Café: 
“Fractal Dimension of Re-
motely Sensed Data”
Noon – Panel: “Com-
munity” (Ballroom)
2 p.m. – Community 
workshops: poetry (Me-
morial), Film: “Reel Injun” 
(Lecture Bowl)
4 p.m. – Presentation: 
Mario Ybarra, Jr.
6 p.m. – Film: “Hedwig 
and the Angry Inch” (Lec-
ture Bowl)
8 p.m. – Reading: Jen-
nine Capo Crucet (Ball-
room)
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became Tommy’s legal 
guardian to get him into 
bars so he could play the 
gigs.
As legend has it, 
Tommy dropped out of 
school by walking into 
the principal’s offi  ce with 
a boom box and started 
playing the band’s song 
“F*** School.” After that 
he never went back.
As the years went 
on, The Replacements 
would inevitably break 
up. However, that didn’t 
mean that Stinson’s mu-
sical career was over. He 
would go on to play bass 
for many diff erent bands 
including “Soul Asylum” 
and Guns N’ Roses.
In the midst of all of 
that, Stinson created a 
band that never existed 
called “Bash & Pop.” The 
band imploded before 
their fi rst show.
Now in 2017, Tommy 
Stinson went back and 
brought the band to life 
with their debut studio 
album “Anything Could 
Happen.”
The album shows the 
rock and blues side of 
Stinson that hasn’t been 
heard since he was in The 
Replacements. It was also 
good to hear his voice. 
Rather than him just stay-
ing away from the mic.
The entire album is 
fantastic from start to fi n-
Cameron Campbell
The Dakota Student
In the early 1980s, a 
legendary punk band 
was born in Minneapolis, 
MN, known as The Re-
placements. The lineup 
consisted of Chris Mars 
on drums, Paul Wester-
berg on lead vocals and 
guitar, and two brothers. 
Bob Stinson who played 
guitar and his younger 
brother Tommy Stinson 
on bass. 
During their rise, 
Tommy Stinson was still 
a kid. He ended up grow-
ing up in bars and on the 
road. The manager of The 
Replacements actually 
Cameron Campbell is a staff writer for   
The Dakota Student. She can be reached 
at  cameron.campbell@und.edu.com
Last week, an article 
came up on my Facebook 
which announced which 
TV series and movies 
will be leaving Netflix 
by July. My favorite TV 
shows are usually safe, 
while those I’m not inter-
ested in are usually the 
ones to go. To my dis-
appointment, Parks and 
Recreation was included 
on that list. Instantly, I 
thought to myself, “Net-
flix can’t be that cruel…” 
So I did some looking 
into it and determined 
that the article was false, 
thankfully. Parks and 
Recreation is safe to stay 
on Netflix. Netflix con-
firmed this on their Twit-
ter account on Thursday, 
March 23. 
Thankfully, another 
of my favorite comedies 
is safe to stay on Netflix. 
But if you’re a fan of The 
Office and you haven’t 
seen Parks and Recre-
ation, you need to head 
to your Netflix account 
and start binge-watching 
as soon as you can. 
The creators of The 
Office are responsible 
for the seven season run 
of Parks and Recreation, 
which ran from 2009-
2015. The series is a moc-
kumentary that follows 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department of Pawnee, 
Indiana. If you ever want 
to virtually tour Pawnee, 
NBC kept its hilarious 
website up even after the 
series ended. 
The city of Pawnee is 
described on the website 
as “a city with low oper-
ating costs and a sizable 
labor pool. Its infrastruc-
ture is efficiently devel-
oped and its citizens are 
moderately well educat-
ed, making it an accept-
able location for busi-
ness.” 
The characters are 
one of the strongest 
parts of the series. It’s 
hard to pick a character 
to dislike—I never have. 
They’re like a big family 
which makes each char-
acter your favorite char-
acter. The creators made 
the characters relatable 
which helps you cheer on 
each character through-
out the series.
Thankfully, the show 
rightfully sent the most 
boring character away 
at the end of season two, 
Mark Brendanawicz, the 
monotone city planner. 
Once he was gone, each 
member of the cast was 
equally responsible for 
the endless laughs I had 
throughout the series. 
In place of Bren-
danawicz, came Chris 
Traeger and Ben Wyatt 
played by Rob Lowe and 
Adam Scott respectively. 
Although Lowe leaves 
before the end of the 
series, Scott’s lovable, 
nerdy character Ben Wy-
att keeps you laughing 
all the way through the 
show’s last season. 
April Ludgate, played 
by Aubrey Plaza, is easily 
my favorite main char-
acter. She is a nineteen 
year old at the start of the 
series, who works at the 
department as an intern. 
Her cynicism and dis-
interest in the job made 
her an ideal assistant 
for Parks director, Ron 
Swanson. Ron runs his 
department to be as “in-
efficient as possible,” or 
so he says.
One of the best things 
about Parks and Rec, is 
how the series has made 
even the minor characters 
great. Jean-Ralphio is one 
of my favorites amongst 
those characters. He first 
appears in the second 
season, when Tom brings 
him to the office to inter-
view with Ron to be his 
next assistant. 
He only has 18 ap-
pearances out of the 125 
aired, but each appear-
ance is memorable due 
Parks and Rec in Retrospective
Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student
The Dakota Student is dedicated to the 
free exchange of ideas. Opinion columns 
and lett ers to the editor will not be edited for 
content reasons, except in cases of criminal 
or civil liability. The Dakota Student reserves 
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for various reasons. The ideas expressed in 
columns and lett ers refl ect the views of the 
writer and do not necessarily represent the 
opinion of the staff  of the Dakota Student.
Editorial Policy
Photo courtesy of the offi  cial Facebook page of Parks and Recreation.
The main cast of Parks and Recreation as it neared the end of its run.
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The Dakota Student is looking for 
talented writers to apply for this and 
next semester. Join a team dedicated to 
bringing the news to the UND campus 
and beyond.
to Jean his cocky person-
ality and his hilarious 
banter. Season five saw 
the addition of his twin 
sister, Mona Lisa, who 
made me wonder if they 
were twins in real life. 
They look and act just 
like each other singing 
about what happens to 
them in their best har-
mony. 
While I’ve men-
tioned a couple of my 
favorite characters from 
Parks and Recreation, 
it should be noted that 
all of the other charac-
ters have their quirks as 
well. It’s hard to choose 
a few characters to pro-
file from an overall out-
standing cast.  On top of 
this, Parks even succeeds 
in their ability to incor-
ish. It starts off  with the 
song “Not This Time.” 
The song is catchy and 
immediately sets the tone 
of the album.
The songs to listen for 
in this album are “On the 
Rocks,” “Anything Could 
Happen,” “Unf*** You” 
and “Jesus Loves You.”
Starting with “On the 
Rocks,” this was the fi rst 
song I heard off  this al-
bum and I immediately 
fell in love it. The bounc-
ing rock sound drives the 
song. It calls back to the 
sounds of end of The Re-
placements.
“Anything Could 
Happen” is the title track 
for a reason, and it’s not 
porate politics into the 
show. 
During the series, 
the creators incorpo-
rate some of the biggest 
names in politics rather 
well. Due to the charac-
ter Leslie Knope’s end-
less optimistic outlook 
on the public sector, she 
manages to meet some of 
those big names through-
out her career in politics. 
For Leslie, I don’t 
think anything tops the 
time she was nearly 
speechless after meeting 
her longtime crush, Joe 
Biden. “Don’t let any-
thing happen to him, you 
understand me?” she 
told the Secret Service. 
“He is precious cargo.”
Another great ex-
change was between for-
mer First Lady Michelle 
Obama and Leslie Knope 
when she’s contemplat-
ing a big career move to 
the national Parks ser-
vice. The former First 
Lady advises Leslie, 
“change happens one 
person at a time.”
The creators of Parks 
and Recreation spent six 
years making politics 
and the public sector a 
great thing to laugh at. 
I encourage you to lis-
ten to the advice of  Tom 
Haverford and Donna 
Meagle and “treat yo 
‘self” to one of the most 
hilarious TV series on 
Netflix. 
Liz Kacher is a staff writer for   The 
Dakota Student. He can be reached at  
mary.kacher@und.edu
just because of the name. 
The song catches your ear 
right from the get go. You 
can hear the infl uences he 
received when playing 
with Soul Asylum.
About midway 
through the album, the 
tone starts to gear to-
wards a softer side with 
slower more acoustic like 
songs which is never a 
bad thing. It just makes it 
bett er when they hit back 
with a rocking song.
That song is “Unf*** 
You.” It is just what you 
need near the end of an 
album. It shows off  the “I 
don’t care” att itude that 
you can feel when lis-
tening to “The Replace-
ments”.
The second to last 
song “Jesus Loves You” 
is a great uplifting song. 
It is not religious at all. It 
actually just pokes fun at 
the phrase.  
“Anything Could 
Happen” is an album 
that I would highly rec-
ommend no matt er what 
music genre you may be 
into. I am very confi dent 
that this album will be on 
my top three favorite of 
2017.
Bash and Pop
4 | Opinion 
Liz Kacher is a staff writer for   The 
Dakota Student. She can be reached at  
mary.kacher@und.edu.com
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Tribute to Carryn Owens
In the time following Pres-
ident Trump’s first address to 
a joint session of Congress, I 
have noticed the media re-
mains fixated on the tribute 
to Navy Seal widow, Carryn 
Owens, by President Trump. 
Not because the moment was 
a captivating tribute to the sac-
rifice of her late husband, but 
because the moment seemed 
like a political play to gain 
approval points after a rocky 
first month of his presidency.
The emotional high point 
of Trump’s first address was 
criticized by his opponents as 
exploitative of Owens’ wid-
ow. I am frustrated a beautiful 
tribute to an American soldier 
and his sacrifice for our coun-
try couldn’t go without its’ 
critics.
The president led the au-
dience of his first address to 
a long-lasting standing ova-
tion for the widow of Navy 
SEAL William ‘Ryan’ Owens 
for over two straight min-
utes. The applause was a mo-
ment  many Americans have 
long awaited — the chance 
to mourn the heroes of the 
war against terror, who have 
rarely been honored properly 
or publicly, because the war 
has been politicized for a great 
length of time.
White House press secre-
tary, Sean Spicer, recounted 
the story of how Owens be-
came part of Trump’s joint 
address to Congress last 
Wednesday, in a briefing with 
reporters. The Washington 
Post reports that Owens’ in-
vitation by President Trump 
came on Jan. 30, the day after 
her husband was killed in a 
raid on an al-Qaeda strong-
hold in Yemen. After 10 days 
in office, President Trump 
called Carryn Owens to ex-
press his condolences and to 
offer an invitation she accept-
ed at a later time.
“Our goal was to make 
sure that we respected her 
wishes and her privacy,” 
Spicer said. “Even with refer-
encing her in the speech, that 
was her decision. We asked 
her, ‘The president would like 
to raise this,’ and she said, ‘I’d 
like that.’”
Trump’s intention to shed 
light on Owens’ sacrifice was 
not a last minute decision to 
increase his approval ratings 
— contrary to what many 
media outlets have portrayed. 
The tribute was meant to fo-
cus entirely on Carryn Owens 
and the memory of her late 
husband. He had never in-
tended on using the moment 
to further his agenda, but rath-
er he had intended on giving 
Ryan Owens and his family 
the recognition they deserved 
for Ryan’s sacrifice. 
Critics of the tribute site 
the raid itself as the reason the 
moment was exploitative of 
Owens’ widow. One of those 
critics includes Former NSA 
analyst John Schindler, who 
tweeted that Trump publicly 
exploited the widow.  On 
March 5, he joined Jesse Wat-
ters on “Watters’ World” to try 
to defend his offensive com-
ments.
“I have no problem with 
the president honoring Mrs. 
Owens. What I have a prob-
Liz Kacher
The Dakota Student “President Trump’s speech allowed 
Americans the chance to celebrate those who 
have died for a cause that has largely unspoken 
of to the public—the war on terror.”
Liz Kacher
Letters to the Editor
Liz Kacher is a staff writer for   The 
Dakota Student. She can be reached at  
mary.kacher @und.edu.com
As a United State citizen 
who comes from a military 
family I have learned many 
lessons. One notion that con-
tinues to shape my personal-
ity is the idea of being a citizen 
who contributes to a globaliz-
ing world.
Be (sic) a citizen who rep-
resents the American image 
is to learn from mentors who 
hold values that provide life, 
liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. To understand being an 
American and to study other 
cultures with persistence is not 
enough. In a vastly complex 
international-world there is a 
need to be multicultural and 
finding ways for mutual bene-
fits to occur in all aspects of life.
At UND I am a Chinese 
Study Major. I have spent 
time studying abroad through 
study abroad programs. Re-
cently I spent time studying 
in Chengdu, China. UND pre-
pared a framework for speak-
ing Mandarin, but Sichuan 
provided a challenge that I 
Responses to Matt Eidson’s article “Don’t vote for Owen”
Sol Eagle Road
UND Student
lem with is hours before, he 
had passed the buck and said 
they — meaning the senior 
military leadership — had 
gotten her husband killed. 
They lost him is what they 
literally said,” Schindler said, 
also a columnist for observer.
com.
Schindler was largely 
wrong in his comments. The 
tribute was not about the raid 
itself, it was about the sacrifice 
Owens and many other Amer-
ican soldiers have made for 
the freedom of the American 
people. 
I believe the raid itself is 
important for the American 
people to know about, but I 
don’t think it’s appropriate 
for someone like Schindler to 
politicize such a moment. This 
moment wasn’t about wheth-
er or not the raid in Yemen was 
successful or who is to blame 
for the loss of Owens’ life. The 
moment was about Ryan and 
other American soldiers who 
have given the ultimate sacri-
fice for the American people.
I want to emphasize that 
my article is not about wheth-
er the raid in Yemen was suc-
cessful or not. This article isn’t 
about who was to blame for 
the loss of Ryan’s life. I just 
want you, the reader, to see 
the emotional highpoint of 
Trump’s speech wasn’t a po-
litical play but rather a touch-
ing tribute to those who have 
lost their lives when fighting 
the war on terror. 
President Trump’s speech 
allowed Americans the chance 
to celebrate those who have 
died for a cause that has large-
ly unspoken of to the public—
the war on terror. The moment 
that President Trump recog-
nized the sacrifice of Ryan 
Owens, was a moment that 
clearly transcended politics. It 
was a moment of unity, allow-
ing America to move forward. 
didn’t imagine. Sichuan dialect 
has differences from the Man-
darin dialect. Sichuan speakers 
speaker much faster Mandarin 
speakers and certainly much 
faster than foreigners. To com-
municate in a new culture with 
any success it required hours 
of study and betterment.
In the midst of budget cuts 
students should consider John 
Bjorklund and Dave Owen as 
candidates that will best rep-
resent the student experience 
outside of lecture. In a recent 
article by Matt Eidson there 
was discussing questioning 
the integrity of the Bjorklund-
Owen campaign. As anyone 
investigates the Bjorklund-
Owen facebook page there are 
credentials that support their 
political platform. There are 
discussions on the webpage 
that promote awareness to ad-
ministrative costs on campus. 
There is also investigation of 
budget cuts and the impact this 
is having on student services. 
Knowing that the campaign 
has minds willing to investi-
gate programs and services 
that impact student lives for 
both comfort and safety proves 
an inclusive campus is being 
cultivated.
The Dakota Student 
opinion post by Matt Eidson 
published in the March 4th, 
2017 newspaper makes me 
questions the credentials and 
professionality of the student 
paper and Matt Eidson. For 
example as a public school 
teacher a teacher is not allowed 
to insult a student; even if the 
teacher is not working at the 
school and not representing the 
school’s image. The maltreat-
ment of students is still unac-
ceptable from the perspectives 
of community members. Hear-
ing that Matt Eidson does not 
represent the Dakota Student, 
or any other staff while writing 
this opinion still brings issues 
to the table. He claims he will 
not receive payment for this 
article and is willing to share 
his timesheet with anyone 
requesting to view it. There 
is a clear conflict of interest, 
whether or not Matt Eidson re-
ceives payment for the article, a 
student cannot verify the hours 
worked with the articles writ-
ten. Even in good faith, if Matt 
Eidson is not payed for his 
opinion he is still payed by the 
Dakota Student.
In China there is a concept 
called guanxi, in essence this 
idea is interpersonal relation-
ships. This practice, guanxi, is a 
system of doing favors and cul-
tivating your social networks 
in the best possible manner. 
When a newspaper publishes 
articles that cannot hold up to 
their claims, these articles look 
poorly on behalf of the writers, 
and Dakota Student as a whole. 
Beyond that, when coworkers 
are negatively competing with 
one another it seems that entire 
Dakota Student is falling into 
dissent. This is not reassuring 
on the public eye.
Returning to the Bjorklund-
Owen campaign if students 
question what their platform is 
looking to accomplish in their 
political term, updates on cur-
rent events and interests are on 
the page. They are also criti-
cally examining what money 
can be saved while fully fund-
ing all programs funded. They 
have found that the Student 
Fee Appropriation Fund (sic) 
can run at a budget surplus of 
$1.5 million a year. This justi-
fies future savings on behalf of 
students and the student fees 
they pay. This would be an 
example of guanxi. Going be-
yond students, Bjorklund and 
Owen have experience travel-
ling abroad and representing 
America. From military service 
on Bjorklund’s side and civil-
ian travel on Owen’s end there 
is no question they will justly 
represent students.
To further develop a sense 
Dave Owen’s character, I have 
known him for two years. In 
my time of knowing him he has 
developed a sense of service. 
Dave has worked as a physical 
and occupational therapy to 
underprivileged communities. 
He has done this for hundreds 
of hours. This was all done as 
community service over the 
course of three years, and each 
consisted of hundreds of hours 
of service.
In Dave’s service to Lib-
ertarians I have watched him 
spend many hours helping 
guide and mentor students in 
their desire to better under-
stand politics and the founda-
tions of libertarianism. Dave 
has also fertilized a presenta-
tion for the National Students 
for Liberty Conference. This 
up to date has been the largest 
gathering of libertarian youth 
in the U.S.A. At this conference; 
in which Dave participated, he 
and others leading the confer-
ence helped train over 40 in 
the art of debate and outreach. 
Not only were people taught to 
debate, but they were taught 
above all to find commonality 
with anyone they discuss lib-
ertarian politics with. This has 
put a sense of building com-
munity over judgements and 
political affiliation. To discuss 
the success of Dave’s enthusi-
asm and advocacy the libertar-
ian party has grown over 300% 
in North Dakota because of 
this conference and other ef-
forts.
These are a couple of quali-
ties that show Dave is not only 
a capable leader, but well 
qualified to be partnering with 
Bjorklund. There is a strong 
sense of service in the foun-
dations ofer their campaign 
that show being a well round-
ed citizen is apparent in the 
Bjorklund-Owen campaign.
Nathan Amundson
U of M Twin Cities Student
After reading the slander-
ous piece on David Owen writ-
ten by the Dakota Student’s 
news editor, I was utterly 
shocked. As a former coworker 
of Dave’s, I was amazed at the 
lengths gone to by this man to 
utterly trash, in classic passive 
aggressive style, a man who 
has always stood out to me as 
focused, driven, and truly ea-
ger to change whatever orga-
nization he is involved with for 
the better. Since first meeting 
Dave in early 2015, he’s stood 
out to me as a man whose pri-
mary concerns are neither ap-
pearances or formalities, but 
rather effecting changes and 
getting to know the people he 
meets. 
Dave and I met each other 
a few times over the course 
of 2015 due to our common 
involvement in a national 
student organization, Young 
Americans for Liberty (YAL). 
At our conventions when we 
saw each other we would talk 
about our work, but I never 
really got to know him until 
2016, when I became the YAL 
state chair for Minnesota and 
North Dakota, tasked with 
overseeing the chapters across 
the states, including the one 
at UND. Speaking with him 
weekly for work, we began to 
talk about things outside of 
YAL, bonding over our com-
mon frustrations with some 
of the organization’s decisions 
and practices. Dave gave me 
helpful advice for the state, 
helped me track down way-
ward leaders, and eventually 
became my primary point of 
contact for the state, culminat-
ing in his later rise to the state 
chair position. 
As I became involved in 
the Minnesota Republic, our 
school’s second-largest paper, 
Dave reached out to me to 
help us along, gave us some 
best practices he’d learned 
during his time at the Student 
and gave vital criticism of our 
production process, layout, 
and staff situation. With his 
help, the Republic was able to 
switch from monthly publica-
tion to every other week, with 
correctly managed staff able to 
fill more pages and generate 
more content. Thanks to Dave, 
we were able to complete our 
shift from crappy conservative 
gossip rag to a reliable news 
source. He never asked for a 
consulting fee. He drove down 
to Minneapolis and didn’t ask 
to be reimbursed for gas. He 
was direct and unforgiving in 
his criticism, which some may 
be unable to handle, but he was 
upfront about what we were 
doing well and had abound-
ing praise for our desire to im-
prove. 
I have known Dave Owen 
well for over a year now, and as 
I get to know him, my respect 
for him grows, not diminishes. 
This is a man of action, of pas-
sion, of intelligence, who has 
proven himself a dedicated 
worker, a selfless friend, and a 
capable coalition-builder. This 
deceitful, disrespectful man 
described in the garbage piece 
by your staff does not exist. Da-
vid Owen is one of the greatest 
and most passionate people I 
know. Maybe you guys should 
get to know him too.
Cameron Wisti
UND Student
“Our lives begin to end 
the day we become silent 
about things that matter” 
-Martin Luther King Jr.”
This was me at the end 
of my Freshman year of 
college and throughout my 
Sophomore year because 
of the unexpected passing 
of my father (March-2015) 
when I was only 18 years 
old until I met Dave. By 
this I mean Dave is one of 
the handful of people “John 
Bjorklund being another 
one” that has gotten me 
from an all-time low to the 
person I am today. Don’t 
get me wrong I have more 
work to do from within as 
do we all.
In my opinion a good 
place to start is you need to 
have three types of friends 
and only three. “The one 
that has been were you  (sic) 
have been, The one who is 
always there to listen and 
always knows what to say, 
Lastly the one when all else 
fails will bring the people 
who put you down to their 
knees…hands down gloves 
are off fight them in the 
street”.
 The person that I am to-
day is not the same as I was 
before my life took a 180 de-
gree turn for the worse be-
cause I not only lost a par-
ent but the way of living me 
and my family once had. As 
I said before Dave is one of 
the handful of people “John 
Bjorklund being another 
one” that has gotten me 
from an all-time low to the 
person that goes into situa-
tions with the mindset that 
“I’ve been to hell before I 
wouldn’t mind going back, 
I hear the weather is nice 
this time of year” …let’s be 
honest its cold in North Da-
kota in more ways than just 
climate.
 Dave’s part in help-
ing me get to this mindset 
may be smaller than oth-
ers but “big things come in 
small packages”. Dave did 
this without even knowing 
my name as the complete 
selfless human being he is. 
Now you may ask is this 
odd? The answer is Yes, at 
first. I did find it odd that a 
person that I did not know 
at the time come up to me 
and ask if I was okay, stay 
up till three AM working 
on school work and say “I 
don’t know what’s wrong 
and why your (sic) silent 
nor is it my business but I 
am here for you man!”
In reality that’s how 
Dave is, People will say he’s 
not, but ultimately he cares 
greatly about everyone. I 
find it impossible to believe 
the same man that stays up 
till 3 for a stranger could 
ever be considered cruel or 
rude.
So I leave you with these 
“final Thoughts” Whether 
you love what [he’s] saying 
or hate what [he’s] saying, 
you’re having a reaction to 
it, and that’s exactly what 
needs to happen. – Tomi 
Lahren
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Dietetics, they aren't the "food police"
"As a dietician, we can go out and help with people 
struggling with any disease related to nutrition."
Emily Bitt er
UND Student
Photo courtesy of imbd.com
Emma Watson (Belle) and Dan Stevens (Beast) star in Disney's "Beauty and the Beast."
Jordan Hermes is a staff writer for 
The Dakota Student. She can be 
reached at jordan.hermes@ndus.edu
Major of the Week
These are the people 
who you asked to analyze 
your lunch or ask for food 
help. There is so much more 
to it than that.
“A dietician is one who 
literally studies the chemis-
try of food and learning how 
it interacts with our bodies 
in order to then go help oth-
ers,” UND junior Emily Bit-
ter said. “As a dietician, we 
can go out and help with 
people struggling with any 
disease related to nutrition.”
As part of their curricu-
lum, dietetics students are 
required to make twelve-
hundred hours of experien-
tial learning for their degree. 
This is because the program 
is structured in a rather 
unique way.
At other universities, 
dietetics students would 
receive a bachelor’s degree 
and then apply for intern-
ships. In UND’s coordinat-
ed program, students have 









>Offi  ce manager duties
>HR assistant
>Record keeping
>Special projects as assigned
Abilities: motivated, self-starter, multitask, confi dentiality, att ention to 
detail.  Experience required.  Inquire for more details. Pay and benefi ts DOE
Application Deadline: March 24th, 2017
Call (701)248-4040 weekdays 9-4
or email:  m.javner@gudajtesfamilyfarm.com
 
Summer Employment: Camp Counselors, Speech and Occupational Thera-
pists, Reading Instructors, Recreation, Crafts and Waterfront Personnel needed 
for summer camp in North Dakota. Working with children with special needs. 
Salary plus room and board.
Contact:
Dan Mimnaugh




Beauty and the Beast becomes a nostalgic hit
Disney does it again. 
Another classic cartoon 
turned into a live-action 
production hit theaters 
on March 17, 2017. "Beau-
ty and the Beast" came 
to life featuring human 
characters and phenom-
enal graphics, with a litt le 
twist on the traditional 
fairytale. I loved almost 
everything about this 
movie.
As you probably 
know, the original "Beau-
ty and the Beast" has 
household items as char-
acters; a teapot and cup, 
a clock, candlestick, coat 
rack, etc. When Disney 
announced they would 
be remaking this specifi c 
princess story, fans were 
extremely anxious to see 
how they would portray 
these unique characters. I 
was impressed.
This movie also al-
lowed one to see the 
household characters in 
their human form, which 
I absolutely loved. The 
household items have 
a very large role in this 
movie, helping Belle and 
the Beast fall in love, so 
you really start to grow 
an appeal towards these 
characters. Each house-
hold item has a very dif-
ferent personality as well, 
which allows many dif-
ferent people to relate and 
fall in love with these fi c-
tional characters. 
The story line was 
extremely similar to the 
animated version, but 
the new fi lm added some 
scenes and songs to make 
the movie come even 
more alive. I would have 
preferred less singing, but 
Doris Wang is the pro-
gram director for dietetics. 
She said the structure of the 
program allows for their 
major to be focused on evi-
dence-based research.
“So we get people who 
think they are interested in 
dietetics, because they have 
learned about one diet and 
alternative treatments,” 
Wang said. “People have 
a right to believe what-
ever they want, but we try 
to make it clear that what 
we teach here is evidence-
based.”
Working at the dining 
centers was a way to experi-
ence the food service com-
ponent of their learning. 
Another half-semester was 
spent at Valley Elder Care to 
learn about the medical side 
of things. This semester, ju-
niors are taking shifts back 
in the dining centers as well 
as the UND Wellness Center 
doing demonstrations and 
counseling.
“We get exposed to so 
much and it ends up being 
more than twelve-hundred 
hours, but we still get ex-
periences through those 
hours,” UND junior Natalie 
Olason said. “Where, if you 
were to go for this degree in 
another university, your in-
ternship would more than 
likely just after you gradu-
ate at just one site. You 
wouldn’t get all that variety 
and it’s so benefi cial.”
Over time, the program 
has taken up national causes 
like fi ghting food waste in 
the country. Students like 
UND junior Linsey Johnson 
said that the program tries 
to focus more on preventa-
tive causes.
“We would hope that 
people would make chang-
es that results in a healthy 
life style for them,” Johnson 
said. “We would hope peo-
ple would see the benefi ts 
we are trying to promote.”
The road to making 
these proper recommen-
dations is “intense.” Wang 
described dietetics as both 
an art and a science because 
the variety of courses and 
skills dietetics students must 
learn.
These students must 
take organic chemistry, bio 
Jacob Notermann
The Dakota Student
Jacob Notermann is a staff writer 
for the Dakota Student. He can be 
reached at 
jacob.notermann@und.edu
seeing the recreations of 
the original songs from 
the cartoon was prett y 
awesome. The musical 
scene where Belle is sit-
ting in the dining room 
and the household item 
characters put on a per-
formance for her, “Be Our 
Guest,” was just incred-
ible. The creativity they 
had for that song and the 
decorations of that scene 
blew me out of the water. 
It was defi nitely my fa-
vorite part of the fi lm.
All the graphics in this 
fi lm were amazing. Ev-
erything was so detailed, 
vivid and realistic. Dis-
ney used a lot of anima-
tion and digital editing 
for this fi lm, they had to 
since everything in this 
story is extremely fabri-
cated and fi ctional. Even 
though this is a fairytale 
and the scenes are magi-
cal, the graphics were so 
particular that everything 
seemed like it could hap-
pen in real life.
In this movie, Gaston 
and his partner in crime, 
Lefou, played a much big-
ger part, if you are com-
paring it to the cartoon. 
Especially Lefou, who has 
a very fl amboyant person-
ality that stands out, and 
makes this fi lm a litt le bit 
of a comedy. Lefou has 
a bigger voice, his opin-
ion is genuinely known 
throughout the movie 
and he always knows 
right from wrong. 
I think Lefou’s per-
sonality standing out 
more was a nice touch to 
this story, being that it is 
2017 and the traditional 
standards are not as de-
manding anymore. Yet 
his character did not take 
away from the tradition 
of this movie either. He 
was a perfect balance to 
the modern twist on this 
fairytale.
Now let’s talk about 
Belle. Some of the hype 
of this movie coming out 
was that actress Emma 
Watson played Belle. Also 
known for her perfor-
mance as Hermione from 
the "Harry Pott er" fi lms. 
Personally, I thought they 
could have found some-
one bett er for Belle than 
Watson. Watson is an ex-
traordinary actress and 
artist. She did very well 
playing the personality 
of Belle, but I would have 
liked to see Belle played 
by someone more radi-
antly beautiful.
Watson is a good-
looking female actress, 
but she is average. Belle, 
like all Disney princesses, 
is supposed to be glow-
ingly gorgeous. I never 
felt like that about Belle 
in this movie, even when 
she entered in her iconic 
yellow ball gown. I could 
not help but think that 
Watson did not look that 
much diff erent than her 
scene from "Harry Pott er 
and The Goblet of Fire," 
when she came down the 
Hogwarts stairs for the 
ball with Viktor Krum.
Overall, this was a 
fantastic remake of a tra-
ditional Disney fairytale. 
The details of the scenes 
were astounding, the 
household item charac-
ters coming to life were 
nothing less than incred-
ible, and the actors did a 
remarkable job becoming 
a fi ctional character. If 
you are a Disney fan, this 
is a must see fi lm.
chemistry, anatomy, physi-
ology and two semesters of 
general chemistry.
“I think that takes a lot 
of people by surprise, but 
at the same time that’s defi -
nitely the science of what’s 
happening in your body,” 
Wang said. “It’s also an art, 
because it has to look good 
and taste good in order for 
people to do that.”
Like most arts, passion 
and motivation are said to 
be key qualities in dietetics 
students. Some students are 
motivated to help based on 
their own life experiences 
and wanting to give back.
Bitt er has two reasons. 
She grew up growing and 
selling fruits and vegetables 
on their family farm.
 Review
“I guess I really under-
stood and started realizing 
the cause and the need to 
promote healthy eating and 
healthy living,” Bitt er said. 
“Also, I have a couple sisters 
who are dieticians and re-
ally helped me get my foot 
in the door and understand 
what it is and what you can 
do with it.”
“I will always tell pro-
spective students and their 
parents that we are very 
confi dent that if graduates 
are willing to relocate, there 
will be a job,” Wang said. 
“Those that want in dietetics 
do have one.”
Wang can back this up, 
because almost 100% of 
UND dietetics students are 
employed or in graduate 
school within a year of earn-
ing their degree.
Just remember that their 
job isn’t the “food police.” 
In fact, some even eat ice 
cream. And like it.
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UND Stick Salute after defeating St. Cloud State Huskies March 12, 2017 at the Ralph Engelstad Arena.
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Fifteen years in the making 
Jake Andersen
Dakota Student
In a season full of ups 
and downs, the Fighting 
Hawks are heading to their 
32nd NCAA tournament 
behind strong play down 
the stretch resulting in a 4-3 
NCHC championship loss 
to Minnesota-Duluth last 
Saturday. 
While ending on a losing 
note, the Fighting Hawks (21-
15-3, NCHC 11-12-1) boosted 
their ranking in the Pairwise 
to no. 10, which was enough 
for an at-large bid as the no. 
3 seed in the West Regional 
this weekend. They will be 
matched up with Boston 
University, who is making its 
35th tournament appearance. 
A couple of weeks ago the 
tournament was no guarantee 
for the Hawks, but after 
winning fi ve of their last six 
games, including the NCHC 
semifi nal to no. 1 Denver, they 
played their way in.  
More impressively, 
UND will be making its 15th 
straight NCAA tournament 
appearance. The streak 
is the second-longest in 
NCAA Division I Men’s 
Hockey history, only trailing 
Michigan, who put together 
22 straight appearances from 
1991-2012. Currently, the next 
best streak belongs to Denver, 
who will be making their 
ninth straight appearance this 
weekend. 
During UND’s streak, 
they have eight Frozen 
Four appearances, two 
championship appearances 
and one championship title, 
showing that UND has not 
just made it to the tournament, 
but also had success in it.  
That kind of long lasting 
success is unique not only in 
college hockey, but in college 
sports, when you take into 
account how teams change 
year-to-year. With the trend 
of top college athletes leaving 
early for the pros, along with 
coaching resignations and 
graduating seniors, it can 
present challenges for schools 
to maintain success. 
Yet, in the case of UND, 
they have endured through 
star players leaving for 
graduation or the pros and 
have continued to win with 
three diff erent head coaches, 
overcoming obstacles like no 
other team has been able to do 
in the last 15 years. 
So, how have they done 
it? What’s their recipe for 
success?
Well, let’s look into the 
ingredients. Although, I will 
be the fi rst to admit that I have 
not mastered the recipe.  
Coaching Stability 
Obviously, coaching is 
key to maintaining long-term 
success. 
Looking back to 
Michigan’s 22-year 
tournament run, they had 
coaching stability throughout, 
as Red Berenson headed the 
team in each of those seasons. 
Often times, this is the case for 
teams that go on successful 
runs. Just ask the New 
England Patriots who have 
won eight straight division 
titles, resulting in eight playoff  
appearances and two Super 
Bowl championships under 
head coach Bill Belichick.  
Unlike Michigan and the 
Patriots though, UND has 
not had the stability at the 
head coaching position in 
their run of 15 straight NCAA 
tournament appearances, 
as they have had three head 
coaches throughout that time 
in Dean Blais, Dave Hakstol 
and currently, Brad Berry. 
For many teams, 
successful runs under 
multiple coaches are unheard 
of, especially since coaching 
transitions tend to take at 
least a season. For example, 
highly successful head coach 
Don Lucia led Minnesota to 
a mediocre 20-19-2 in his fi rst 
season as coach before making 
the NCAA tournament in his 
second season. To a larger 
extreme, Michigan’s Berenson 
headed his team to three 
losing seasons to start his 
tenure and did not reach an 
NCAA tournament until his 
seventh season. 
Yet, with both UND 
coaching transitions, Hakstol 
and Berry have continued to 
lead UND to winning seasons 
resulting in tournament 
appearances. In fact, Hakstol 
took his fi rst UND squad to an 
NCAA championship, albeit 
in a 1-4 losing eff ort to Denver, 
while Berry became the fi rst 
collegiate hockey coach to win 
a national championship in 
his fi rst season.
On the surface, it’s 
rather amazing to see how 
the coaching changes have 
worked so smoothly for 
UND, but each has a distinct 
diff erence from many other 
coaching changes. Instead 
of bett ing on successful free 
agent coaches or the next “hot 
shot” coach to lead UND, they 
have relied on hiring within 
the program. 
Looking at UND’s last 
three coaches, each spent 
multiple seasons as an 
assistant coach at UND. Blais 
spent nine seasons under 
UND coaching legend Gino 
Gasparini, Hakstol spent four 
under Blais, and Berry spent 
nine under Blais and Hakstol. 
Additionally, coach Dane 
Jackson has been with the 
club for eleven seasons as an 
assistant and associate head 
coach. 
Of course, it has helped 
that Blais and Hakstol left the 
team for the NHL under good 
conditions for the next coach. 
Nevertheless, hiring head 
coaches within has allowed 
UND to maintain stability 
in their leadership, vision 
and culture, translating to 
winning seasons and NCAA 
tournament appearances. 
Goalie development & play
While UND has had 
its share of gifted forwards 
and defensemen over the 
years, the most important 
position over the last 15 
seasons has arguably been the 
goaltending.
Back in 2001-02, the 
season before UND went on 
its 15-year run of tournament 
appearances, the goalies 
posted a goals against 
average of 3.6. Although 
UND averaged a respectable 
3.6 goals a game that season, 
the poor defensive play and 
goaltending was too much to 
overcome as they headed to a 
16-19-2 fi nish. 
Since then, goalie play 
has drastically improved, as 
goalies have not surpassed a 
2.74 goals against average in 
a season. Last season’s goalie 
tandem of Cam Johnson and 
Matt  Hrynkiw combined for 
a 1.82 goals against average, 
which stands as the lowest 
average in the 15-year stretch 
and carried the team to its fi rst 
national title since 2000.
Additionally, except for 
2012-13 starting goalie Clarke 
Saunders, all other starting 
goalies have taken a majority 
of starts in at least two 
seasons. Furthermore, Brad 
Eidsness is the only UND 
goalie to start a majority of 
games in his freshman season, 
showing that UND has leaned 
on experience at the position 
to carry them to productive 
seasons. 
As far as NCAA 
tournament success goes, 
seasons where goalies had a 
goals against average of 2.5 
or above made the Frozen 
Four in one of four seasons. 
For seasons where the goals 
against average was below 
2.5, UND has made the Frozen 
Four in seven of 10, showing 
the importance of goalie play. 
Currently, UND’s goalies 
this season combine for a 2.54 
goals against average, which 
has been good enough to get 
into the tournament, but time 
will tell if the goalie play will 
be enough to go deep into the 
tournament. 
Development of professional 
talent 
Recruiting could easily be 
the subline here, but why has 
UND att racted the best talent 
in the country? 
Sure, there are many 
reasons, but one that is highly 
att ractive for recruits is the 
fact UND has a history of 
developing players that not 
only make it to the NHL, but 
succeed there as well.
According to an article 
on NCAA.com, UND had 
nine players on NHL playoff  
rosters last season, which 
was second among college 
programs. In total, they have 
had 171 players drafted into 
the NHL, including 10 on this 
season’s roster. 
UND has also had one 
player elected into the NHL 
Hall of Fame in goalie Ed 
Balfour, who had an 18-year 
career, resulting in 500 wins, 
six All-Star Games, two Vezina 
trophies and one Stanley cup. 
More recently, UND has 
developed star players in 
Jonathan Toews, Matt  Greene, 
Zach Parise, T.J. Oshie, Travis 
Zajac and Drew Staff ord. In 
addition, Troy Stecher, Nick 
Schmaltz  and Drake Caggiula 
have enjoyed strong rookie 
seasons with NHL clubs this 
season with the former having 
three goals and 18 assists in 20 
minutes and 22 seconds per 
game. 
Essentially, UND’s ability 
to develop successful NHL 
players has allowed the 
Hawks to reload their roster 
year after year with top-end 
talent. Yet, if UND did not have 
a track record of good NHL 
players, there is an argument 
that there tournament streak 
would have ended long ago. 
Ralph Engelstad Arena
Ralph Engelstad Arena 
became the new home for 
UND in 2001-02 and has 
arguably become the greatest 
home ice advantage in college 
hockey. 
In their fi rst year at REA, 
they posted a 7-9-1 record, but 
have had a winning record at 
home ever since. That means 
UND has 15 straight winning 
seasons at home to go along 
with 15 straight tournament 
appearances. 
In total, UND has a 218-
82-37 record at REA and prior 
to this season, has averaged 
11,356 fans game. In the last 
fi ve seasons, UND has had the 
Jake Andersen is a staff writer for 
Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at 
jacob.t.andersen@und.edu
highest att endance in college 
hockey. 
Essentially, UND’s ability 
to play well at home has 
translated into overall success, 
especially considering their 
road records have tended to 
be worse, albeit still solid. 
It also makes for another 
huge selling point to recruits 
looking to play in one of the 
best hockey environments in 
the country. 
Moving Forward
While this season’s 
Hawks squad has benefi ted 
from each of these areas, there 
is one area that is a cause for 
concern about this year’s 
squad. Goaltending. 
As pointed out earlier, 
the goaltending numbers 
have been on the high side 
compared to other seasons 
within UND’s 15-year streak 
and only one of the prior four 
teams that has had a goals 
against average of over 2.5 
reached the Frozen Four. 
That being said, this 
season’s team compares most 
to the team that made it to the 
Frozen Four in 2006-07. Along 
with both squads carrying 
goals against averages of 
over 2.5, both have young 
rosters with the current team 
carrying 17 freshmen and 
sophomores compared to 19 
in 2006. In addition, both won 
fi ve of seven games to close 
out the regular season and 
conference playoff  in order to 
play their way into the NCAA 
tournament after tough 
stretches in the early to mid 
portions of their respective 
seasons. 
With that in mind, I am 
picking UND to defy the 
odds and come out of the 
West Regional, as they have 
shown improvement down 
the stretch.
Specifi cally, I have them 
taking out Boston University 
in the regional semifi nal and 
Minnesota-Duluth in the 
regional fi nal. As they head 
to a fourth consecutive Frozen 
Four, UND’s fate will end like 
the 2006-07 squad, as they 
will lose in the semifi nal to 
Harvard. 
Nevertheless, there is 
much to be proud of at UND, 
as for a 15th straight year, the 
UND Fighting Hawks give 
themselves a chance to win 
another national title. 
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W Softball
@ Montana
3/25 @ 1:00 p.m. -  Missoula, Mont.
W Softball
@ Montana
3/25 @ 4:30 p.m. - Missoula, Mont.
M Hockey
vs. Boston University






3/25  @ 1:00 p.m.
M Tennis 
vs. South Dakota State





When there is a 
championship on the line, 
it’s safe to say emotions run 
high and the physicality 
increases with it. 
The NCHC 
championship game 
against the University 
of Minnesota Duluth 
Bulldogs was a prime 
example of this. The 
Fighting Hawks visited 
the penalty box a total of 12 
times, while the Bulldogs 
took 15 trips, including 
a fi ve-minute major to 
sophomore defensemen, 
Neal Pionk. 
The offi  cials served 
Pionk the fi ve-minute 
major for charging UND’s 
starting goaltender, Cam 
Johnson, while in the 
goaltender’s privileged 
area shortly after UND 
jumped on the board 1-0 
early in the fi rst period. 
Johnson, who was in 
a vulnerable butt erfl y 
stance during the hit, 
still managed to stop the 
shot. Even though he 
was knocked over and 
disoriented momentarily, 
he played for the 
remainder of the game. 
The hit was deemed dirty 
by the television broadcast 
crew almost immediately 
and the recent lack of 
att ention to player safety 
was brought into play. 
“It was a heated 
batt le out there with two 
rivals going at it,” head 
coach Brad Berry of the 
penalty-fi lled game said. 
“You control what you 
can control and that’s the 
way you play on the ice. I 
feel very strongly that our 
team plays the right way.”
The 2016-2017 NCAA 




                                                                                           Nick Nelson/Dakota Student
UND goalie Cam Johnson in action during the St. Cloud State Huskies March 11, 2017
Five-Minute for charging 
enough for UMD’s Pionk?Allyson BentoDakota Student
“A player shall not 
charge or otherwise foul 
a goalkeeper while the 
goalkeeper is within the 
crease or privileged area.” 
The penalty is served 
as a  minor or major at the 
discretion of the referees 
and a game misconduct or 
a disqualifi cation can also 
be served at the discretion 
of the referees. 
Pionk served his fi ve-
minute major and UMD 
killed off  the penalty 
unscathed, but not without 
a loud eruption from the 
crowd of UND fans who 
thought fi ve-minutes just 
wasn’t enough.
“I thought that Pionk 
knew what he was doing,” 
avid UND hockey fan 
Blake Woolery said. “He 
deserved more.” 
While many Hawks 
fans may have disagreed 
with the offi  cial to 
decide against the extra 
step of misconduct and 
disqualifi cation, it’s 
important to look at the 
play with blank jerseys 
and understand why the 
call was made. 
The major was Pionk’s 
fi rst of his season and he 
has not been notoriously 
known for taking 
residence in the penalty 
box. However, three of his 
10 penalties this season 
have come from games 
against UND. 
Johnson proceeded to 
play the rest of the game 
seemingly in good health, 
even after the aggressive 
play found him at the 
bott om of multiple tussles 
in front of the net. 
Even though there is 
a championship on the 
line and each team was 
looking for their fi rst 
NCHC title, the total of 57 
minutes spent in the sin 
bin between the two teams 
was unacceptable. Pionk 
went on to assist to two 
of the four goals scored 
by the Bulldogs and help 
them take their NCHC 
title. 
If anything, the lack 
of greater punishment 
against Pionk sent the 
message that allowed 
both teams to open the 
Allyson Bento is the sports editor for 
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fl oodgates to bring out 
their most aggressive hits 
and blows to win a title. 
Fortunately for UND, 
the injuries sustained in 
the NCHC championship 
game has not eff ected their 
roster heading into the 
West Regional tournament 
in Fargo this weekend. 
